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ORIGINS OF SOCIAL CONFLICT IN GUATEMALA

Latin America
8% Indigenous
826 ethnic groups
550 languages
FILAC (2020)

3112
•Xinka hunter-gatherers
•Mayan States

1524

•Hispanic – criollo
• Indigenous workforce
•African slaves

1821
•Ladino
•Guatemalan



• Extreme violence
• Pressure on 

indigenous language 
and culture

RACISM 

• Extreme poverty
• Exclusion of powerINEQUALITY

CAUSES AND CONSEQUENCES OF SOCIAL CONFLICT

CIVIL WAR: 1960 - 1996

Foto: Plaza Pública



INDIGENOUS RIGHTS AND IDENTITY

Pluricultural: 
4 cultures with equal
rights: Maya, Xinka, 

Garífuna, Ladino

multiethnic: 
22 mayan 

groups

Multilingual: 
25 languages

PEACE 
AGREEMENTS

1996



MUSEUMS, HERITAGE AND LANGUAGE

Mictlan
(Strömsvik,1949)

MU-22, 2022Photo: MUNAE, 2026, Vanheusden

The new museum definition of ICOM 
exhorts museums to enable 
communities to participate in 
constructing their own cultural 
representations.



• Museo Xinka, Cuilapa
• Museo Intercultural U-22, Jutiapa
• Museo Poqomam T-21, San Pedro Pinula

COMMUNITY- RUN 

MUSEUMS



STRENGTHENING COLLECTIVE MEMORY

• Language enables identity

• Communicating Sensitive Narratives

• Social Sustainability and Community 

Engagement

• From audience to co-creators

NUNCA MÁS ESCLAVOS
NEVER AGAIN SHALL WE BE SLAVES



CERTIFICACIÓN DIGEACE

LANGUAGE ENABLES IDENTITY

TAKING THE MUSEUM TO THE CLASS ROOM

COURSES AT UNIVERSITY LEVEL

www.elrecuerdo.edu.gt
www.museoxinka.com

http://www.elrecuerdo.edu.gt/


TOOLKITS FOR MUSEUMS



Foto: Museo T-21

Foto: MUXI Foto: MU-22

FROM AUDIENCE TO CO-CREATORS
Foto: MUXI



Fotos Museo Xinka, octubre 2018

COMMUNICATING SENSITIVE NARRATIVES: 
PARTICIPATORY INTERPRETATION OF THE COLLECTION



SOCIAL SUSTAINABILITY AND 

COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT



IMPACT

• People who identify themselves as 
Xinka have increased from 16,214 
(2002) to 264,167 (2018). 

• Xinka language revitalization is
bringing the language into classrooms
across the region.
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